Field: America

List of Courses
Spring 2014

Hist 1704 Slavery and the Slave Trade of the Americas

Emmanuel Akyeampong

Survey of African culture, theories/historiography of enslavement, and slave rebellions in
the Americas from the 1400-1800s.

Hist 74j: Children and Childhood in America

Stephen Lassonde

Changing conceptions of childhood in America from the 17th century to the present, with
an emphasis on material culture including household objects and diaries.

Fall 2014

Chinese 120a: Intermediate Modern Chinese
Jie Ying
Intermediate Chinese language course, including conversation-based section.

Spring 2015

Hist 1433: American Populisms

Brett Flehinger

Survey of populist movements in the United States from the Jeffersonian period to the
Tea Party.

HL90bj: Staging the Civil War: From the Archive to the AR.T.

Timothy McCarthy

Novels, plays, and memoirs from the antebellum, war, and Reconstruction periods, with
particular attention to modemn-day use of archives in retelling the history of the American
Civil War.

HI. 97: 12 American Revolutions

Jennifer Brady, Katherine Stevens

Interdisciplinary approach to resistance and revolutionary movements during the period
1790-1850.

Hum 11a: Frameworks: The Art of Looking

Jennifer Roberts

Survey of close-looking at various forms of visual technologies including
daguerreotypes, wood engraving, cinema, and graphs.

Fall 2015
WGS 1271: Women and War: Gender, Race, and the Politics of Militarism
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Elizabeth Mesok
Gender, sexuality, and race in contemporary debates about war, with an emphasis on

feminist frameworks and theory.

USW39. History of American Democracy

David Moss

Case-based study of civil rights, labor history, and political systems that shaped
American democracy since the Founding.

HL98a: Junior Tutorial
Erin Pearson
Interdisciplinary approach to race, performance, and memory during the Antebellum

period, Civil War, and Reconstruction period.
Spring 2016

Cambridge University, Supervision for Paper 14: American Literature

Michael Hrebeniak, Professor of English and Visual Studies

American literature, poetry, and visual culture from the 1830s to 2000s including
Dickinson, du Bois, Fitzgerald, and Ginsberg.

Cambridge University, Supervision for Paper 22: North American history from
1500s-1865 ' '

Bronwen Everill, Professor of History

Survey of early Atlantic and American history including settlement, religious revival,
westward expansion, and economic revolution.

Spring 2017

English WL90: Literature and War

John Stauffer

19" century and 20" century novels, dispatches, photographs, advertisements, and films,
addressing issues of censorship and memory of war.

English: T. S. Eliot
Peter Sacks
Eliot’s work, including early poetry collections, prose, and The Waste Land.

History 130: When the Bottom Falls Out: the History of Economic Crisis in America
Shaun Nichols

Examination of economic panics and crises, including the theoretical frameworks of
economist such as Marx, Schumpeter, and von Mises.
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Topic Lists

Topic 1: Scientific Racism and Visual “Seripts”

Primary
Edward Clay, Practical Amalgamation Series: “The Fruits of Amalgamation” (1 839),
“An Amalgamation Waltz” (1839).
Samuel George Morton, ‘“Preface” and “Phrenology Table and Index” in Crania America
(1832).
Louis Agassiz’s Slave Daguerreotypes: J. T. Zealy, “Profile and Frontal, Portrait of Delia,
African-born slave” (1850), “Profile and Frontal. Portrait of Renty, African-born
slave” (1850), “Jem, Gullah, belonging to F. N. Green” (1850).
Lynching Postcards: “The lynching of Jesse Washington” (1916), “Three Negroes Lynched
at Duluth, Minn. For rape” (1919).

Secondary

Robin Bernstein, “Scriptive Things” in Racial Innocence: Performing American Childhood
from Slavery to Civil Rights (2011).

Jacqueline Goldsby, 4 Spectacular Secret: Lynching in American life and literature

(2006).

Louis Menand, “Morton, Agassiz, and the Origin of Scientific Rac:1sm in America” (2002).

Topic 2. Repression and Expression: Grief from the “Sentimental” to the
“Sensational”

Primary

Anne Gorham Everett, Personal Diaries (1834-1843).

Walt Whitman, "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd" (1865-1866), "O Captain! My
Captain!" (1865-1866)

W. S. Jerome, "Jottings Versus Doings" in St. Nicholas: A Monthly Magazine for Boys and
Girls (1878).

The Hllustrated Police News, “Horrible Outrage—torturing and lynching negroes” (1898),
“Terrible Lynching Riot” (1894).

Secondary

Desiree Henderson, Grief and Genre in American Literature, 1790-1870 (2011).

Linda Stratmann, Cruel Deeds and Dreadful Calamities: The Illustrated Police News
1864-1938 (2011).

Topic 3: On the Political Fringe: Figures of Resistance and Independence of the 19
Century

Primary
Nat Turner, The Confessions of Nat Turner (1831).
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Henry David Thoreau, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience (1849).

John Wilkes Booth, “John Wilkes Booth to Mary Ann Holmes Booth (1864),” “John Wilkes
Booth to the editor of the Philadelphia Intelligencer (April 1865)”, “From John
Wilkes Booth’s diary (April 1865)” in Right Or Wrong, God Judge Me: The
Writings of John Wilkes Booth (2000).

William Jennings Bryan, “The Cross of Gold” (1896).

Secondary

Kenneth S. Greenberg, “Name, Face, Body,” in Nat Turner: A Slave Rebellion in History
and Memory, ed. Kenneth S. Greenberg (2003).

Richard Hofstadter, “The Paranoid Style in American Politics” (1952).

Topic 4: Constructing Truth in a Post-Civil War America

Primary

Alexander Gardner and Timothy O’Sullivan, “A Harvest of Death,” “Home of the
Rebel Sharpshooter,” “A Sharpshooter’s Last Sleep” in Sketchbook of the Civil
War, (1866).

D. W. Griffith, Birth of a Nation (1915).

William Faulkner, Absalom, Absalom! (1936).

Suzan-Lori Parks, “A Battle in the Wilderness,” “The Union of My Confederate Parts,”

When Father Comes Home From The Wars (2015).

Secondary
John Stauffer, “The ‘Terrible Reality’ of the First Living-Room Wars” (2012).
Chris Hedges, War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning (2002).

Topic 5: Degenerates. Wanderers, and Consumers in a Post-Frontier Apocalypse

Primary

Frederick Jackson Tumer, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” (1893).

T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land (1922).

Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957).

Alan Ginsberg, “An Open Window on Chicago,” Fall of America: Poems of These States
- 1965-1971 (1973).

Secondary

Mark Fisher, “Ch. 1: It's easier to imagine the end of the world than the end of capitalism,”
Capitalist Realism: Is There No Alternative? (2009).

Michael Hrebeniak, Action Writing: Jack Kerouac's Wild Form (2008).
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Attachments

Topic 1. Scientific Racism and Visual “S cripts”

Edward Clay, Practical Amalgamation Series, “The Fruits of Amalgamation” (1839),
“An Amalgamation Waltz” (1839).

“An Amalgamation Waltz.” Engraved cartoon by E. W. Clay. New York: Published by J. Childs,
1839. Caption: "E. W. Clay inv. et fec. Entered accord'g to Act of Congress by J. Childs, in the
Year 1839 in the Clerk's Office in the District Court for the Southemn District of N. York."
Courtesy of the American Antiquarian Society.
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“The Fruits of Amalgamation.” Engraved cartoon by E. W. Clay. New York: Published by J.
Childs, 1839. Caption: "Entered accord'g to Act of Congress in the Year 1839, by John Childs, in
the Clerks office in the District Court for the southern district of New York." Courtesy of the

American Antiquarian Society.

Louis Agassiz’s Slave Daguerreotypes: J. T. Zealy, “Profile and Frontal. Portrait of Delia,
African-born slave” (1850), “Profile and Frontal. Portrait of Renty, African-born

slave” (1850), “Jem, Gullah, belonging to F. N. Green” (1850).
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J. T. Zealy, four quarter plate daguerreotypes (1850): Renty, front; Renty, profile; Delia,
front; Delia, profile. Courtesy of the Harvard Peabody Museum.

J. T. Zealy, three quarter plate daguerreotypes (1850): “Jem, Gullah, belonging to F. N. Green.”
Courtesy of the Harvard Peabody Museum.
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Lynching Posteards: “The lynching of Jesse Washington” (1916), “Three Negroes Lynched
at Duluth, Minn. For rape” (1919).

“Three Negroes Lynched at Duluth, Minn. For rape.” Gelatin Silver Print. Real photo postcard.
Etches in error (into the negative, Oct. 1919. Photo courtesy from the Minnesota Historical

Society.
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“The lynching of Jesse Washington.” May 16, 1916. Robinson, TX. Courtesy of Without
Sanctuary Project.

Topic 2. Repression and Expression: Grief from the “Sentimental” to the “Sensational”

The Hlustrated Police News, “Horrible Qutrage—torturing and lynching negroes” (1898),
“Terrible Lynching Riot” (1894).
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Horrible Orage—~T0rturing and Lynching Negroes.

“Horrible Outrage—torturing and lynching negroes.” The [llustrated Police News (London,
England). 1898. Courtesy of the British Library.
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“Terrible Lynching Riot.” The Nllustrated Police News (London, England), Saturday, October 27,
1894; Issue 1602. Courtesy of the British Library.

Topic 4: Constructing Truth in a Post-Civil War America

Alexander Gardner and Timothy O’Sullivan, “A Harvest of Death,” “Home of the Rebel
Sharpshooter,” “A Sharpshooter’s Last Sleep” in Skefchbook of the Civil War,

(1866).
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“A Harvest of Death.” Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. July 1863. Photographed by Timothy H.
O’Sullivan. Negative by Alexander Gardner. Courtesy of Library of Congress Prints and
Photographs Division.
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“Home of a Rebel Sharpshooter.” Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Photographed by Alexander
Gardner. July, 1863. Courtesy of Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.
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“A sharpshooter's last sleep, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.” Photographed by Alexander Gardner.
1863. Courtesy of Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.




